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NOTE

Hymnody, commissioned by the BBC, was written during
February-March 1963 and first performed, at the Thursday
Invitation Concert on May 23rd of the same year, by members
of the London Virtuoso Ensemble conducted by Jacques-Louis
Monod.

My head was full of psalms during work on this piece. I am
moved, refreshed, sometimes agonised, by the word of the
psalmist, yet I cannot say that I was ever conscious in my mind
of any direct correspondence between a musical image and any
poetic image in particular. If, in spite of this, I have quoted
two verses from the Book of Psalms—one on the first page of
the score and one on the last—it was not in order to relate
them specifically to the musical context, but rather in order to
indicate symbolically an imaginative climate and, above all, in
order to testify to the nature of the involvement that made me
write this work.

The first quotation comes from Psalm 22, verse 12: *“. . . strong
bulls of Bashan have beset me round;” the second from Psalm
88, verse 12: “Shall thy wonders be known in the dark ?”

There are nine strongly contrasted sections played without a
break.

R.G.
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