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PREFACE 
by ALFRED EINSTEIN 

In the literatuft ol the concerto there is .:arcely an instrument, from 
piano and violin to bu&oon and born, with wiUcb Mozart did not concern 
himoelf with the moot delightful results. OoJy ooe did he treat in niggardly 
!..Ilion-the violoa<ello. 

Is it a sacri• if an enthusiastic admin!'ol Mozart and a true mustcian 
attempts to ........!y this unfortunate oituatioa and to enrich the meagre 
repertory of 'alliol:a with a work by Mozart? 

There may be purists who will answer tllil question in the aftinnat,ve 
and consider it iDad.missible to rewrite for the 'otUo a concerto that Mozart 
compooed for doe lute. (There is no questioa of an "arrangement", for 
there was little to change in the solo and orchestra parts of the firSt 'l.nd 
last movemmts.) But they· should co~ that Mozart himoelf wrote 
one of his last <llll<ll!rt<l&-that for the. clarinet (K6chel 622)----<>riginaJiy 
for basset-hom; and they should consider that the 8ute ooncerto (Kikhel 
285d, formerly 314) that has here becxnpe a concerto for 'ceJio was itself 
originally not ·a COilCB"lo for flute but one for oboe. The oboe version was 
in C major and wao written at Salzburg in 1777 for the Italian oboist, 
Giuseppe Ferlendi.s; it is often rnentioned as the concerto "for Ferlendis" in 
correspondence betwoal Mozart and his father. In the followi1111 year, 17 78, 
at Mannheim, Mozart bad to deliver 8001e flute concertos and quartets to a 
wealthy Dutch arnateudlaalisl, M. de Jean; apparently presaei for time, 
he rewrote tbe oboe coocato (the manuscript of which he carried with 
him on the journey) for ftute, transposing it to D major. 

Is it, furthermore, a sacrilege that the Andante of this ooncerto, which, 
unlike the other two movements, does not lend itself to transcriptjon for 
the 'cello, is repraced by another slow movement-the Adagio from Mozart's 
Divertimento of 1772 (Kikhel 131)? For this, too, Mcnart has supplied an 
extenuating precedent. He was too rich in invention to take movements 
frOm earlier works and use them apin in later ones. But, in 1783, he· 
inserted a newly-ccm~ Andante (KOebel 410) in a violin concerto by 
Viotti, because Viotti's o:iginal did not seem adequate to him. He wrote 
an introductory Adagio for a sympbooy by Michael Haydn. At a11 
events, the "new" 'cello concerto is pure and unadulterated Mozart. 
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Bowing and fingering by 
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Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
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