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OISEAUX TRISTES

(SAD BIRDS)

In arranging an orchestral score of Ravel's famous ""Oiseaux Tristes'" (Sad
Birds}, one excessively difficult problem had to be solved. This composition
is generally considered so typically a pianistic one that an orchestral score
based entirely on the original piano version might seem almost an impossi-
bility. Yet no one, on the other hand, would presume to make any radical
changes in this marvelous piece of music. Redlizing that the core of this
difficulty consists in the 12/8 movement Ravel has employed in this com-
position, | have endeavored to find a solution which makes it really simple
to play and yet does not alter a single note. The answer was found by using
a 6/8 movement instead, which makes it possible for the composer's origi-
nal rhythm to sound exactly the same. No part of the score is now techni-
cally difficult. When the members of the school orchestras grow used to the
subtle harmonization, they will find that this arrangement is really easy
to master.

In conclusion, it should be noted that the bars of the cadence between
numbers 11 and 12, between the two signs -© — -©, may be omitted
without trouble, if soloists of the necessary ability are not available.
Because of the delicate construction of this composition the trombones
were omitted from the score.

FELIX GUENTHER

INSTRUMENTATION

SMALL ORCHESTRA
PIANO-CONDUCTOR 1st FLUTE
1st VIOLIN (Principal) 1st Bb CLARINET
1st VIOLIN A 1st and 2nd B) TRUMPETS
2nd VIOLIN 1st Ej) ALTO SAXOPHONE
3rd VIOLIN 2nd Ej, ALTO SAXOPHONE
VIOLA 3rd B TENOR SAXOPHONE
CELLO ' BELLS, GONG. GLOCEENSPIEL
BASS

ADDITIONAL PARTS FOR FULL ORCHESTRA

1st & 2nd HORNS in F 2nd Bb CLARINET
1st BASSOON 1st VIOLIN
1st OBOE

ADDITIONAL PARTS FOR GRAND ORCHESTRA
Ist and 2nd HORNS in F 2nd FLUTE
2nd OBOE HARP
2nd BASSOON



Oiseaux Tristes
SAD BIRDS

Arranged by FELIX GUENTHER MAURICE RAVEL
Edited by Joseph E. Mrddy
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